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Telling My Own Story
Applying the Imperfect & Preterite

Use the following questions to help you decide which of the two Spanish past tenses is the most appropriate for the parts of

Imperfect

your own story.

When an
event
occurred

Preterite
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‘The Preterite vs. the Imperfect Chart

Uses of the preterite

Uses of the

perfect

The preterite is used to focus on:

) the completion of past actions or states
Anoche lovid It rained last night)
Los Reyes explusaron a los moras y udios de Esparia

b) the beginning of past actions or states
Loseurapeosliegaron a América  impusieron su
religion a s indigenas.
De repente empeza lover.
Leia l perfadico cuando uan me habld por teléfono.

En 1492, osespariles llegaron a América
Ml nac e 8 de diciembre del aa 2001

Note: The wor de repente (suddenly) will lmost always be
followed by a verb i the preterite.

The imperfect is used to express:

2) What was happeninga certain point of time in the
past.
Lovia (it was raining) cuando entraron
Mientras él veia la televisidn,yo cocinaba.

b) habitual or repeated pastactions
Cuando éramas ovenes,siempre jugdbams en e ardin

9 besa
Of emotions of circumstances
Lagente e sntia ofortunado.
Lasituacion socialera muy difici.

-0t people ara characterization ol a persan.

Lu sta y robe

@) anticipated /planned past actions
(rin the imperect + 2+ vorb)
1ba airal cine con misamigos. (1was going t0 go..)
han a corrr,pero empezs a lover. (Theywere going to
run buttstarted torain).

Note: the imperfect is ALWAYS used o talk about age and time in
thepast.  Eran las sis dela mariana.
Tenias § afos cuando entraste a primaric

Note: The word mientras (while) will mostoften be ollowed by
verb inthe imperfect





